
  CALL TO WORSHIP & PROCESSIONAL  (  The congregation standing)
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  2 Cor. 4:6
For God, who said, ÒLight  shall shine out of darkness,Ó is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the 
Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Minister: Let us worship God in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen!

 Processional Hymn #220 vss 1-4, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star! 

Minister: The Lord be with you!
People: And Also with you!
Minister: I will also make You a light of the nations!
People: So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isa 49:6) 

 Collect for Purity 
Unison: Almighty God, Unto whom all  hearts  are  open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the  thoughts of our hearts  by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your Glorious Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
 
CONFESSION OF SIN (The congregation is invited to kneel through the Declaration of Absolution.)
Minister: ÒO come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.Ó

Unison: ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge  of all  men; 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we, from time to time, most 
grievously have  committed, By thought, word, and deed, against Thy Divine  Majesty, Provoking 
most justly Thy wrath and indignation against us. We  do earnestly repent, and are  heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; The remembrance  of them is grievous unto us; The  burden of them is 
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have  mercy upon us, most merciful  Father; For Thy Son our 
Lord Jesus  Christ's  sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
 
DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister: ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great  mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

I proclaim the Word of Jesus, ÒI have come as Light  into the world, so that  everyone who believes in Me 
will not remain in darkness.Ó (John 12:46)

Therefore, I declare that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen.
People: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen.
 
†ASCENSION HYMN  #252 Arise and Shine in Splendor

Page 1 of 13



!!"

#$%&'(

Page 2 of 13



!!"

#$%&'(

Page 3 of 13



 

!"!

#$%$&'()

Page 4 of 13



!"#

$%&%'()*

Page 5 of 13



†Collect for the First Sunday After Epiphany

Minister: Let  us remember in this season of celebration, the Epiphany of our Lord in this the First Sunday 
After Epiphany - Let us prayer:

Unison: O  GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the  Gentiles; 
Mercifully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may after this life  have the  fruition of thy 
glorious Godhead; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  The LordÕs Prayer (sung, p. 411) (Lifting up holy hands, 1 Tim. 2:8)

[PLEASE BE SEATED]
 
THE LESSON - Genesis 1:1-5
Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.
 
PSALM 29  (p. 53)
 
THE EPISTLE - Acts 19:1-7
Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.
 
THE GOSPEL - Mark 1:4-11
Reader: The Gospel of Christ! People: Praise be to You, O Christ!

 *CONFESSION OF FAITH  The Nicene Creed
We believe  in one  God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things  visible  and 
invisible: And in one  Lord Jesus  Christ, the  only-begotten  Son of God; begotten of his Father before 
all  worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made; being of one 
substance with the Father; by whom all  things were made: who for us men  and for our salvation 
came  down from heaven, and was incarnate  by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin  Mary, and was made 
man: and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried: and the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures: and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father: and He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the  dead; 
whose  kingdom shall have no end. And we believe  in the  Holy Ghost, the  Lord, and Giver of Life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with  the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets: and we believe in one  holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church: We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins: and we look for the 
Resurrection of the dead: and the Life of the world to come. Amen.
*Gloria Patri (p. 436)
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON     Epiphany: The Gospel of St. Matthew        Dr. Gregg Strawbridge, Pastor

PASTORAL PRAYER 
Almighty and most  merciful Father, from whom every good and perfect  gift comes: we give You praise 
and hearty thanks for all Your mercies. For Your goodness in which You created us, Your bounty that 
sustains us, Your fatherly discipline that  chastens and corrects us, Your patience that  bears with us, and 
Your love that  redeems us, we praise You, O Lord. For Your Son, our Savior, for Your Spirit  our 
Comforter, for Your Church, and for the lives of all good and godly people, and for the hope of the life to 
come: we praise You, O God. Grant to us, with all Your gifts, hearts to love and praise You; and enable us 
to show our thankfulness for all Your benefits by giving up ourselves to Your service, and cheerfully 
conforming in all things to Your blessed will.

Most  gracious Father, we humbly beseech You for Your holy catholic and apostolic church.  Fill it  with all 
truth, and in all truth with all peace.  Where it is in error, reform it; where it is in want, furnish it; where it 
is right, strengthen and confirm it, and where it is torn asunder, heal the divisions in it. 

As You have bestowed upon Your church the holy ministry of the Word and the Sacraments, and as You 
continue to protect and prosper Your church from age to age, endue Your ministers with Your Spirit; 
enable all who are called to serve You in Your church to fulfill their office with faithfulness and zeal; 

We bring to Your remembrance the churches of  WYCLIFFE Presbytery of the CREC.

Christ Church McRae AR Todd Davis

Grace Covenant Church Texarkana AR Ben House

Auburn Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (Mission)

Monroe LA Steve Wilkins

Grace Covenant Church Nacogdoches TX Randy Booth

Christ Covenant Church (Mission) San Antonio TX David Givler

All Saints Presbyterian Church 
(Mission)

Ft. Worth TX Tony Douglas

St. David's Hockley TX Gene Franklin

Heritage Covenant Church Weatherford TX Pat Hurd

New City Church (Candidate) Kampala Uganda Gerald Sseruwagi

O Lord, grant to all Your people the desire and ability to worship You in Spirit and in truth, and for that 
worship bear fruit in every area of life and so to labor always for the manifestation of Your kingdom on 
earth as it is in heaven.

O God, who so loved the world as to give Your only-begotten Son for us, look with compassion upon the 
ethnic peoples who do not know You.  Give us Your grace, that we, with all Your believing people, may 
be the messengers of Your gospel. Grant that  we Your people may be empowered to show kindness to 
foreigners and strangers to the end that they may know the only Savior of the Nations.
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We pray for those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice and labor to bring an estate of 
peacefulness in our land, for the sake of the Church.

Especially, President Bush and his cabinet during this transition, President and Vice President elect, 
Barrack Obama and Joe Biden, and future cabinet members.

God of all comfort, we commend to Your mercy all those upon whom any cross or tribulation is laid, We 
pray particularly for the sick and afflicted members of this church, 

Especially Michelle Shimp (cancer), Dorothy Walsh, Ginny MillerÕs mother (heart failure), Pauline Miller 
(DuaneÕs father), David Kong with LimeÕs disease, Mike PriceÕs father in the hospital in Ephrata.

May it please You to  show them Your fatherly kindness, chastening them for their good, that their hearts 
may turn to You and receive Your consolation, and deliverance from all their troubles, for the sake of 
Christ  our Lord, to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and power, dominion and glory, world 
without end.  Amen.

OFFERTORY                     Let us offer ourselves through tithes and offerings.
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
†Doxology (p. 437)
 
THE EUCHARIST                        The Sursum Corda
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People: It is good and right so to do.
Minister: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. 

[Preface for Epiphany] 
THROUGH Jesus Christ our Lord; who, in substance of our mortal flesh, manifested forth his glory; that 
he might bring us out of darkness into his own glorious light.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are  full of thy glory: Glory be  to thee, 
O Lord most High. Amen.

Words of Institution and Epiclesis

Minister: In the night in which He was betrayed, Jesus took bread and gave thanks. 

Let  us pray. Blessed are you, Lord God, King of Creation who gives seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater (Is. 55:11). Through your goodness we have received this bread, which the earth has given and 
human hands have made, and through Your surpassing mercy You have given us the bread of life. Blessed 
be God for ever. Amen. 

The Fraction of the Bread

THE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, preserve your body and soul unto everlasting life. 

After the same manner also, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and gave thanks.  
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Let  us pray. Blessed are you, Lord God, King of Creation who brings forth food from the earth and wine 
which makes the heart of man glad (Psalm 104:14-15). Through your goodness we have received this 
wine, fruit of the vine and work of human hands, and through Your surpassing mercy You have given us 
the blood of Your son. Blessed be God for ever. Amen.

The Pouring of the Wine

THE Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for you, preserve your body and soul unto 
everlasting life.

Invitation to the Table  Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Eucharist Psalms & Hymns - Psalm 42 (76), Psalm 62 (90), Lift Up Your Heads (224), Psalm 131 (169)

The Great Thanksgiving
Minister: ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, we most heartily thank thee, for that thou dost vouchsafe to 
feed us, who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and goodness 
towards us, and that  we are very members incorporate in the mystical Body of thy Son, which is the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom, by the 
merits of the most precious death and passion of thy dear Son. 

Congregation: And we  most humbly beseech  thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with  thy grace 
that we may continue  in  that holy fellowship, and do all  such good works  as thou hast prepared for 
us to walk in. And here we  offer and present unto thee ourselves, our souls  and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice  unto thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Spirit be  all  honor and glory, world without end. Amen. Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be  unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen.

†BENEDICTION HYMN #220, vss 5-7, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star! 

†BENEDICTION
Minister: You are the light of the world. A city set  on a hill cannot be hidden! May the blessings of the 
Triune God be with you now and ever.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the risen and reigning Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
 
†RECESSIONAL    The Nunc Dimittis
Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, Your word is now fulfilled.
These eyes have seen salvationÕs dawn, This child so long foretold.
This is the Savior of the world, The Gentiles promised light.
GodÕs glory dwelling in our midst. The joy of Israel.
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